                                   SCHOOL OF CHARACTER
                          GOODNESS – A FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
     While kindness is inward empathy and affection, often expressed through actions, goodness is a commitment to righteousness and moral integrity.  It focuses on long-term moral truth and can be firm rather than just being agreeable.  It can require doing the right thing even when it is uncomfortable or unpopular.
     In the case of parenting, what is good for you may seem to you as hurtful and improper.  However, it is similar to our loving Heavenly Father Who wants us to be moral and upright.  Proverbs 3:12 says: “For whom the Lord loves He corrects, even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.” Correction, then, is good when it is done in the right way.
     When you were very young and ran into the street without adult supervision, it was the goodness of your parents that called you back from the street and  even spanked you.  Your parents loved you and did not want you to be hurt by an oncoming vehicle.
     We human beings were born into sin and selfishness and need correction so that we might grow into righteous children of God, and that is accomplished by coming into a relationship with a good God Who cautions us to imitate Him.  In fact, Ephesians 5:1 says to imitate God as well-beloved children imitate their father.  God gave us His Son Jesus so that we might know what goodness look like.
     Jesus Christ was showing goodness, righteousness, and integrity when He overturned the tables at the temple of God.  He saw that the synagogue had been turned into a place to make profit rather than His Father’s House of Prayer.  People who saw Jesus throwing over the tables of profit-making were angry because they were not there to serve God but rather to serve mammon.  They were eager to fill their pockets with money, but Jesus wanted to please His Father and not man.  
     When Jesus was healing people on the Sabbath, He was criticized because He was breaking a law that the Pharisees and Sadducees put into practice.    Their law was they were not to work on the Sabbath, and they were calling helping others working.  Actually, they were hypocritical because as Jesus pointed out, even they would pull their donkey out of a well if the donkey had fallen into the well.  In this case, Jesus saw the needs that people had and was practicing goodness out of the compassion he felt for them.  Putting goodness into practice is sometimes very unaccepted.
     Your friends may turn their backs on you for wanting to follow Jesus and please Him but follow Him anyway.  If they don’t love righteousness, they should not be your best friends; you can be kind to them but don’t put them into your inner circle.  You will be on the narrow path that leads to Heaven.  Proverbs 4:18 says that the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, that shines more and more bright until it reaches its full strength and glory in the perfect day.  Your desire is to be on the right path, the path that leads to eternal life.
     We are called to be good and to do good works.  Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”  That means where God has us now is the exact place that he has prepared good works for us to do.  Your job for God at this time may be to take a friend to church, to drive an elderly person to a doctor’s visit, or to take out the trash for your parents.
     The Christian who wants to do good for others will often have to give time he does not have.  Offering to do good deeds can be, then, an act of faith.  We will always be too busy to help others unless we truly grasp the importance God puts on our doing good deeds for others.   
     
     
     
WE MUST KNOW AND PRACTICE THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT SO THAT WE MAY GROW INTO A MAN OR WOMAN OF GOD, HAVING GOOD FRUIT ON OUR TREES. 
PLEASE ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW:
1.  Name one way that goodness is different from kindness. 
2.  It can require doing the right thing even when it is __________.
3.  Does the Lord correct out of love for us?  Why?
4.  Give one example of Jesus’ goodness that caused him to be
      disliked by some.
5.  What is a good work that I am doing presently?  

 
