                                 SCHOOL OF CHARACTER
                           PEACE – A FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
     To outlive bad circumstances, you cannot be fearful and anxious but must be established in peace, believing that God will intervene even in the worst of circumstances and bring good results.  That is why Proverbs 3:25-26 says, “Be not afraid of sudden terror and panic, nor of the stormy blast or the storm and ruin of the wicked when it comes, for the Lord shall be your confidence, firm and strong, and shall keep your foot from being caught in a trap or some hidden danger.”
     In other words, the Word of God tells us not to be fearful or anxious, but in every circumstance and situation, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, make your wants known to God (Jesus), and the God of peace shall guard your hearts and minds  (Philippians 4:6-7).  He will guard you from fear and keep you in peace.
     When the Lord called our father in faith to sacrifice Isaac, his own son, Abraham did not become unsettled or anxious, questioning what God had said but prepared to go to Mount Moriah the very next morning.  Fearlessly, he told his two young servants that he and his son Isaac were going to worship God, and then they would come again to them (Genesis 22:2-5).
     It was Abraham’s faith and confidence in God that kept him in peace.  Abraham knew God, so he knew that God did not believe in child sacrifice; that was what idolaters/unbeliever did. Therefore, he stayed in peace and obeyed what was asked of him. Yes, Abraham passed this very difficult test, fully confident that God would provide the sacrifice, which was a ram in the thicket (Genesis 22:8).  That is why we refer to God as Jehovah-Jireh, the God Who provides. 
      Probably, one of the best known Scriptures in the Bible is found in II Timothy 1:7, which says, “God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power, love, and a sound mind.  God doesn’t want you to live in fear but peace.  A sound mind is a peaceful mind, and it is full of love, which turns out fear, and  powerful, knowing that “Greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world (I John 4:4).  When you or I succumb to fear, we can’t hear the voice of the Lord clearly; we get confused and can be deceived.  Fear brings chaos instead of peace.
     So how can you stay in peace?  There is a perfect Scripture for staying in peace:  Isaiah 26:3-4—“You will guard him and keep him in perfect and constant peace whose mind is stayed on You, because he commits himself to You, leans on You, and hopes confidently in You.”  Notice that it is constant, never changing. In Psalm 91:1, the Lord says that he who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall remain stable and fixed….To dwell is to stay in a place and not leave it, and constancy is steadfastness in purpose, loyalty, or affection.  Never allow yourself to wander from the boundaries that God has set.  He only wants to keep us from harm. 
     A well-known Scripture about peace is Psalm 119:165-“Great peace have they who love Your law; nothing shall offend them or make them stumble.” Are you easily offended?  If you are, you lack the fruit of peace.  That is why Jesus tells us not to take the offense.  Do what Jesus told the disciples:  shake the dust off your feet and move on where you are loved and accepted.
     In Jeremiah 29:11, the Lord says He knows the thoughts and plans He has for us, thoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not for evil, to give us hope in our final outcome.   
     Also, Ephesians 2:14 says that the Lord Himself is our peace.  Finally, remember this:  there is no human being who can bring peace to this world except Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

WE MUST KNOW AND PRACTICE WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT PEACE SO THAT WE MAY GROW INTO A MAN OR WOMAN OF GOD, HAVING GOOD FRUIT ON OUR TREES.
PLEASE ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW:
1.  What causes people to lose peace?
2.  What are two things we can do to stay in peace?
3.  Why did Abraham assuredly, in peace, go to Mount Moriah after 
      being asked by God to sacrifice his only son Isaac? 
4.  People can be peaceful if they refuse to be ______________.
5.  Who is the only One that can bring peace to this earth? 

