                                    SCHOOL OF CHARACTER
                        HUMILITY – A FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT         
     Proverbs 15:33 says, “The reverent and worshipful fear of the Lord brings instruction in Wisdom, and humility comes before honor.”  
     Why is it that humility comes before honor?  The answer is that it is hard for God to bless a prideful man, the opposite of a humble man.    A prideful man lacking the fruit of humility puts himself first and doesn’t see the need for God’s help.  He doesn’t want to bow Himself before an All-Knowing God, so he willfully turns himself away from God and often finds that he has fallen into the snares of the enemy. 
      In fact, he may not prosper in his life, because he has been following the ways of the wicked rather than walking the path of the righteous, seeking God’s ways.  “His own iniquities shall ensnare (this) wicked man, and he shall be held with the cords of his sin.  He will die for lack of discipline and instruction, and in the greatness of his folly he will go astray and be lost (Proverbs 5: 22-23).
     A humble man listens carefully and may learn more than the prideful man who thinks he already knows everything.  He is not afraid to take the advice of someone who has a lowlier position than himself in the workplace or a senior citizen whom he may consider to be out-of-date.  He or she is considerate and realizes that God can speak to us through anyone whom He pleases.
     The Bible admonishes us to clothe ourselves with humility (as the garb of a servant…with freedom from pride and arrogance toward one another (I Peter 5:5).  Even Jesus, the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, took on the form of a servant when He lowered Himself to wash the feet of the disciples (John 13: 1-17).   He was giving us an example of humility by washing their feet because we are to serve one another, to be selfless, even to be more concerned about others than we are ourselves.
     In I Peter 5: 6, the Word of God says to “humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, so that in due time He may exalt you.”  A good example is  instruction from Jesus concerning important events or dinners.  He says to seat oneself in an inferior or lower position so that the master of the event may come along and ask you to seat yourself higher.  If you thought so much of yourself that you took a seat of great importance, you would be embarrassed when asked to leave that seat and go to an inferior seat.   Humility demonstrates wisdom.
      To be sure, “There are six things the Lord hates; indeed, seven are an abomination to Him” (Proverbs 6: 16).  The first abomination is a proud look (a spirit that makes one overestimate himself and underestimate others).  What was it that caused satan to be cast out of Heaven?  He became so prideful that he said he would exalt his throne above the stars of God.  He continued, saying that he would ascend above the heights of the clouds and make himself like the Most High.  God countered by saying he would be brought down to Sheol (Hades) to the innermost recesses of the pit (the region of the dead) (Isaiah 14:13-15).  There are grave consequences for pride.  Humility brings honor, but pride causes a wedge to be put between any creation of God and God Himself.  To avoid danger, we should each recognize that He is the potter and the Creator, and we are (but) the clay and the created (Isaiah 64:8).
     A humble man or woman recognizes and obeys authority.  Do you obey the authority figures in your life?  It may be your mother or father that requires you to be on time when you return from your friend’s house or from a school event.  God takes note of everything we do, and He will reward you for your obedience.  
      Also, authority figures include people in your life who are your principal, your teacher, your coach, your pastor, or your employer at work who have requirements that you must follow.  Those requirements are meant to make everything work smoothly whether at school or at work.  Do you pay attention to what the rules are and follow them?  You will be rewarded for your humility, and your life will be more fruitful.  Humility will bring you success with God and people, causing them to give you favor and put you in first place.
WE MUST KNOW AND PRACTICE THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT SO THAT WE MAY GROW INTO A MAN OR WOMAN OF GOD, HAVING GOOD FRUIT ON OUR TREES.
PLEASE ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW:
1.  Humility comes before _______________.  Why is this statement true?
2.  What did Jesus do that showed His humility?
3.  What caused satan to be kicked out of Heaven?  What did he claim he
      would do?
4.  What were Jesus’ instructions concerning attending a celebration or
      dinner?
5.  Who are the authority figures in your life, and how do you treat them? 
      
 

