
                                    SCHOOL OF CHARACTER
                                  KINDNESS – A FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
     In the Bible, kindness represents tender, active care for others.  It is not merely being “nice” but involves practical action—a “good deed” or “tenderheartedness” (Ephesians 4:32).  An example would  be mowing someone else’s yard or washing someone’s car or paying for an unknown person’s meal.  If you have done any of these things or something like them, you were showing kindness, and that practical action may have changed someone else’s life.  The best part about it is that God noticed it, and it was probably written down in your own book that God talks about in Psalm 139:16.
     At the Bema Seat of Judgment (II Corinthians 5:10), believers are not judged according to their salvation, but they are awarded according to the works done for the Kingdom of God.  Possibly, you have a helps ministry, meaning just that; you are a good servant to others.  On the other hand, at the Bema Seat, some works are burned up because they were not done for the right reasons or motives, but others who showed kindness toward another may receive an award or crown.  God is interested in how we live our lives, knowing that real faith causes us to act on His (God’s) behalf.
      Jesus even challenges us to be kind to the unkind and to love our enemies (Luke 6:35).  Kindness is not merely a personality trait but a divine characteristic grown by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23).  It comes from a heart of love for others and spills over into caring and tenderheartedness toward others. 
     The Bible says that God’s kindness leads people to repentance (changing one’s mind to accept God’s will—Romans 2:4).  Recently, a man who had been a Muslim, hating Christians and Jews, also eager to be a martyr by killing someone not of his faith, related his story of being visited by Jesus Christ in three dreams.  When Jesus came, He invited him, the Muslim, to follow Him.  He saw Jesus’ love, and he also saw that this Jesus, this God, cared about him.  He found it unusual that anyone could be kind enough to personally appear to him in three dreams.  He felt that he was a “nobody,” and how could this big God even know him?  It was God’s kindness that changed his mind about what he had been taught and caused him to be sorry for his sinful past, desiring to serve this kind God-- Jesus Who cared about him.--
      A Bible teacher on television tells a story about Jesus asking her to give her new red dress to someone she knew.  She said at first that she resisted; however, after a time, she gave her the dress and saw how foolish and unkind she was in not obeying God in the first place.
     That is what God is looking for—instant obedience.  Joseph, a prominent Bible character, at the end of Genesis 50:20, forgave his brothers who had sold him into slavery and even told them that they may have meant what they did for evil, but God meant it for good so that many lives could be saved.  Then, he kindly tells them that they should not be afraid—that he would provide for them and their little ones (Genesis 50:21).  Finally, he comforted them and spoke to their hearts kindly (Genesis 50:21).
     Kindness has many good effects.  For one thing, this fruit will warm your own heart and make you feel better about being someone who cares for humanity.  Also, it will influence the very atmosphere around you and bring light into a dark place.  Practice kindness, and you will see your own life flower into something beautiful and transformative.

WE MUST KNOW AND PRACTICE WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT KINDNESS SO THAT WE MAY GROW INTO A MAN OR WOMAN OF GOD, HAVING GOOD FRUIT ON OUR TREES.
PLEASE ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW:
1.  Kindness involves practical __________________.
2.  What is an example of kindness?
3.  Does God notice acts of kindness?  Where might He show them?
4.  When will believers be awarded for their works?
5.  Explain how Joseph was kind to his brothers. (two examples)  
      
     
                         

