                                    SCHOOL OF CHARACTER
                      FAITHFULNESS – A FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
      A well-known Scripture is found in Psalm 91, much quoted and so very true.  It is written: “His truth and His faithfulness are a shield and a buckler  (Psalm 91:4).  This Scripture pictures believers as protected by God from the fiery darts of the enemy by His truth but also by His faithfulness.
     Both a shield and a buckler are defensive, and they put the believer into a position of being unharmed and preserved.  The shield is a covering for the whole body, and the buckler, a small round shield held easily by the hand for close contact fighting, was often worn by Roman soldiers on their arms to keep the arrows of the enemy from injuring themselves.  The buckler protects you today from close contact fighting with evils like jealousy, pride, greed, emotions, or insecurity that you encounter day after day.  Over time they can do irreversible damage.  I have heard it said Satan cannot destroy you unless he can steal your shield.  How, then, you might ask, can God’s faithfulness be a shield that keeps you from being destroyed by the snares of the devil?
     First, It is the faithfulness of God that carries you through trials on this earth that can shake you to the core and keep you from being overcomers.  Joseph, a character in the Book of Genesis, is a good example of someone who was victorious even though he faced many slings and arrows from the enemy.   He put his trust in the Lord because he knew that God was faithful to carry him through whatever he must face.  Joseph knew it was God that gave Him the answers for Pharoah’s dreams; he said to the Pharoah, “It is not in me to interpret your dream:  God (not I) will give Pharoah a favorable answer of peace.”  Joseph’s faith in God sprang from the fact that God had been faithful to him.
     Also, even though he had been sent to prison an innocent man, Joseph, because of God’s Spirit living in Him, did what was right and flourished there, waiting two full years before he had an opportunity to be promoted out of prison to second-in-charge of all Egypt.   His brothers had sold him into  slavery, but when Joseph was faced with his brothers who were now afraid of him, he said, “As for you, you thought evil against me, but Gomeant it for good, to bring about that many people should be kept alive, as they are this day” (Genesis 50:20).  Joseph never doubted God’s faithfulness because he had seen evidence of that character trait in God time after time.   God’s shield of faithfulness had protected him from being vindictive toward his brothers and kept him from doubt that God is good and faithful to his children—a protection from anything or anyone who would do him harm.
      The question you might ask yourself is can you imitate God’s faithfulness?  Ephesians 5:1 says that we are to be imitators of God.  If you have a job, are you faithful to show up on time, do your work as excellently as you can, and stay until working hours are over?  How about school?  Are you faithful to be in your desk on time, and do you listen carefully to what your teacher says instead of talking to those around you and interrupting the teacher?  Also, are you faithful about completing the tasks at home that your parents have asked you to do?  Do you faithfully obey them, or do you cause a disturbance in your home? 
     How is your own faithfulness, like God’s, a shield and a protection from the fiery darts the enemy would like to use to destroy you?  Concerning a job, your faithfulness will protect you from losing your job; it will, in fact, give you favor on the job and promote you.  Faithfulness at school will lead to better grades because you are listening to the teacher and not causing a disturbance.  Being on time certainly can affect your conduct grade and cause you to have more favor with your teacher.  
     Lastly and most importantly, your obedience to your parents is important to God.  He says you are supposed to honor your father and mother ( Exodus 20:12), and He says in another part of the Bible, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord” ( Ephesians 6:1)  What are the benefits and protection you will gain from your parents?  First of all, they will trust you and give you extra privileges you might like.  You will bring harmony to your home instead of division.  The enemy likes to divide families because a strong family is a sure foundation in any country.  Being faithful has a huge payoff for you and for others.  Even your friends will see you as a good leader. 
     A modern-day example of God’s faithfulness is the example of a mother who prayed that the Lord Jesus would walk with her son in the military wherever he might go because she couldn’t be there.  The pilot tells the story of his plane going down in enemy territory, and he had no way out.  However, he saw a bright light on the horizon, a man who said, “Follow me!”  He followed Jesus for twelve hours through several enemy checkpoints, but the officials at each place did not see him.  He kept following Jesus until he came to a place where his own military could pick him up in a helicopter.  God was faithful to answer that mother’s prayer; her son was kept alive, and now he has a story of God’s miracle-working protection.  Do you have your own story to share?
     Sickness is a tool of the enemy to harm us, but God is faithful to give us healing (Mark 16:18).  Every plan of the devil who comes to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10), is counter-acted by a tool God has given us through prayer.  When the woman with the issue of blood believed she could touch Jesus’ garment and she acted upon her belief, she was healed (Matthew 9:21).   Once you have experienced God’s protection, His faithfulness to heal you, you will not doubt Him, and when trials come your way, you will stand strong because of Him.  He will never leave you nor forsake you (Hebrews 13:5); His faithfulness is your shield and your buckler, and you, as you are faithful to Him and to others, will see God open doors for your prosperity in your home, in your classroom, and on the job.    





WE MUST KNOW AND PRACTICE THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT SO THAT WE MAY GROW INTO A MAN OR WOMAN OF GOD, HAVING GOOD FRUIT ON OUR TREES.
PLEASE ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW:
1. How is faithfulness like a shield and a buckler?
2.  How was Joseph protected by God’s faithfulness?
3.  What was the prayer that God answered for the mother of a military pilot?
4.  While the enemy comes to kill, steal, and destroy us, God comes to _____ 
       us.
5.  What will God never do?
6.   In what ways have you been faithful at work, at school, or at home?


  
      
     
      

  
      

